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Abstract

This study argues that the Free Thai (Seri Thai) Movement during the Second World War was the
first alliance of anti-military authoritarianism in Thai domestic politics. It was not as much an
underground anti-Japanese occupation as normally understood. The movement was in fact a continuing
dynamism of factional politics since the coup in 1932. This is the study of domestic, factional politics and
its impact on Thailand and the region during the Second World War. In other words, it is a history of the
War in Southeast Asia from the perspective of domestic politics instead of a Japanese occupation and
presence.

This research is the prosopography of the 600 leading members of the four elite groups in Thai
politics since 1932 until the post-war period: the royal family, the aristocracy, the new elite, and the Isan
leaders. Consulting several kinds of sources, including parliamentary archives, cremation volumes and
interviews, this study collects information on who they were, their family backgrounds and connections,
careers, statuses, business, wealth, friendship circles, and so on. This study, then, analyses every group by
various criteria relevant to each group to discern its sub-divisions, the relationship between social
backgrounds and their politics, schools of thought, and eventually, factionalism. This factionalism, this
study suggests, was the force behind Thai politics since 1932, in the pre-war period, through the entire war
time including behind the Seri Thai Movement, and eventually was the factor for the rise and fall of the

Seri Thai in domestic politics until 1947.



