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Invitation to the conference 
[image: image2.png]“Religion in the Public Sphere” on May 17-18, 2016
You are cordially invited to a semi-public conference “Religion in the Public Sphere” to be held on May 17-18, 2016 at Chulalongkorn University.  The program as of April 29, 2016, is as on the attached.  This is the 3rd international conference of a 3-year collaborative regional research project entitled "Religion, Public Policy and Social Transformation in Southeast Asia".  It would serve as a synthesis conference of the Year 3 phase under the theme of “Religion in the Public Sphere”.  The project was started at the initiative of Indonesian Consortium of Religious Studies (ICRS) involving partners of 9 countries including Thailand, receiving the main support from the Henry Luce Foundation. The project ideas was developed based on a shared concern that there is a knowledge gap on relation and its impact on public policy and society in Southeast Asia.  
To register, please write to <conf.at.chula@gmail.com>.  Simultaneous interpretation (English and Thai) will be available throughout the conference. 

*******************************

The objective of the project "Religion, Public Policy and Social Transformation in Southeast Asia":
· To enhance and produce policy-relevant knowledge, understanding and expertise on the role of religion and its impact on public policy and social transformation in Southeast Asia.
· To inform and educate policymakers, stakeholders and the public through the media on how religion can influence public policy and have a complex interplay with social transformation.
· To build a platform for intellectual, academic and policy engagement as well as inter-governmental collaboration between the US and its Southeast Asian counterparts in the areas of religion, public policy and social transformation.
Expected outcome of the project:
To bring the US and Southeast Asian religion experts, policy makers and analysts closer together in mutual understanding, partnership and engagement on issues pertaining to religion, public policy and social transformation. The Program is to serve as an effective platform for greater intellectual engagement and collaboration in policy-relevant research as well as advocacy through conventional media (television, radio and print) and social media. 
The first of the project’s three-volume book series has now been printed, and will be available for sales at the conference. Please also check from the following link:

http://www.globethics.net/publications
http://www.amazon.com/Religion-Public-Policy-Transformation-Southeast/dp/2889311155/ref=sr_1_1
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