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(Abstract)

Project Code : TRA 3880001

Project Title : Research and Training : The Cooperation
Between Thailand and Malaysia on Joint
Development Area in the Gulf of Thailand

Investigator : Dollaya Tiantong

E-mail Address : dollaya9@yahoo.com

Project Period :  September 1999 - October 2001

Keywords : Thai, Malaysia, Joint Authority,
Continental Shelf, Gulf of Thailand

Thailand and Malaysia agreed to conclude a
cooperation project on Joint Development Area { JDA ) in
order to solve the problem of overlapping continental
shelf area in the Gulf of Thailand. In 1958, the Geneva
Convention allowed two countries to claim extreme interest
on the continental shelf ; as a consequence, the problem of
overlapping claims of territorial waters become an issue.
Thailand and Malaysia agreed to negotiate to solve this
problem. The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 1979 was
signed by the governments of Malaysia and Thailand for mutual
mterest, with due considerations of economic, security, and
political interests. There were, at least, three factors that led to
this cooperation: the energy crisis , the expansion of communism
m southeast Asia, and the active terrorist threat around Thai-
Malaysian common border. Since, the MOU was signed in 1979,
several operations were concluded. The normal operations of
the JDA have been based on the organized Thai-Malaysia joint
authornty established in 1990.
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