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Message from 
the Director

 Throughout the year 2020, activities 
of the Institute of Asian Studies (IAS)   
corresponded to several  events in Asia 
in order to provide the public with a deeper
 a nd  wider  unders tanding  of  As ia 

“When there is an issue in Asia, IAS 
has an  answer”  has been the motto of
our institution. In recent years, we have      
expanded our research activity to cover   
a wider variety of  research areas and to 
encompass   a lmos t  eve ry  co rne r  o f  t he 
con t inen t .  We  have  a l so  ex tended  ou r 
partnership with many leading academic   
ins t i tut ions,  government  agencies ,  and  
civil society groups to work on projects 
that will resolve long-standing problems
in  the  r eg ion .

  

We aim to broaden our service not only 
to serve the Thai public but also to serve 
the regional and international community. 

   Nonetheless ,  our  effort  could 
not b e  a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t   s u p p o r t  from
our colleagues and   partners that include 
granting agencies, government agenc ie s ,
and  in t e rna t iona l  r e sea rch  institutions.
On behalf of the Institute of Asian Studies,
I would like to express our appreciation
to all our supporters and pledge that we
 will continue to  find an  answer  fo r  As ia . 
 
 
     Assoc. Prof. Nualnoi Treerat, Ph.D.
 Director of the Institute of Asian Studies (IAS) 
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 The Institute of Asian Studies (IAS)  
is an interdisciplinary research, teaching, and 
service organization. IAS was established
in 1967 as a research  center within the Faculty 
of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University. 
With a wide range of academic activities, 
we have been well recognized both at the 
national and  international  levels.  

 Consequently, on May 10th, 1985, 
t h e  R oyal  Decree es tabl ished the  IAS 
as an independent academic institution 
under Chulalongkorn University. 
 

Today, the IAS continues to serve the   
Thai       community  and   the   Asian region. 
We are proud to be a source of knowledge 
and expert ise for a broad range of subject 
a reas  in  the  reg ion  including economic,  
social ,   pol i t ical ,  and  secur i ty  concerns .
This  has  been  accomplished through the 
diligence and cooperat ion  of  a  team of 
highly qualified researcers with specialized
knowledge about eaccountryand sub-region 
within Asia.

About IAS 
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•    To develop a body of knowledge in 
      order to maintain excellence in Asian                        
      Studies.
•    To disseminate the knowledge as the           
       source  of  reference of the nation and                            
      abroad
•   To support teaching and learning in 
      Asian Studies.
•    To promote research and academic     
         networks  within  and  outside  the  country.    

The Institute of Asian Studies (IAS) is           
commi t t ed  to  exce l  in  r e sea rch  and 
academic  se rv ices  fo r  the   sus ta inab le 
development of Asian Studies as well 
as acting as a reference for both national 
and international society.

Missions

Vision
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The total amount of budget  which al l 
research  centers under the Institute of 
Asian Studies (IAS) have spent in 2020 
was 39,333,640 THB. 

The total number of interns who  worked 
in the Institute of Asian Studies (IAS) in 
2020 was 13 people. 

Budget

Interns

The total number of researchers and staff 
who worked in the Institute of Asian 
Studies (IAS) in 2020 was 75 people. 

The total number of projects which all    
research centers under the Institute of
Asian Studies (IAS) have accomplished 
in 2020 was 37 projects.  

Researchers and Staffs

Projects

Overview 
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Lectures and Seminars

Community Outreach

 The   Institute of   Asian   Studies 
encourages its members to engage in a wide 
variety of community outreach programs to 
ensure widespread knowledge about Asia. 
Our research clusters have been active in 
social media and regularly publish updated 
information and analysis of current issues 
in the area of their expertise. Most of which 
will be re-published on the IAS website 
(www.ias.chula.ac.th). 

 Members  of  our  ins t i tu te  a lso 
regularly write analysis pieces for Thai and 
English language publications, for example, 
Matichon Weekly, Thai Post, the Bangkok 
Post, or Manager Online, etc. Often, our 
members will be asked to give interviews 
and to contribute their perspectives to 
both local and international media outlets 
whenever there is an issue in the Asia.  

 Overall, the total number of community 
outreaches which all research centers under 
the Institute of Asian Studies (IAS) have 
accomplished in 2020 was 117 t imes. 
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Publications 
 IAS  publishes  2 refereed jounals 
dedicated to Asian Studies-Asian Review 
which is the English language journal 
and Asia Paridarsana which is a Thai 
language journal.  Our journals seek to 
publish original research articles from 
a wide range of academic disciplines in 
the humanities and social  sciences to 
promote an understanding of conteporary 
Asia. Areas of special  concern  include 
cultural studies, ethnicity, development, 
language , economics ,  fore ign  affa i rs , 
literature, migration, politics, and religion. 

 Asian Review and Asia  Paridarsana 
welcome the  submiss ion of  ar t ic les 
dealing with various aspects of  Asia 
inc lud ing  po l i t i ca l ,   economic ,  soc ia l , 
cultural,  and  foreign  affairs.  
 
 All contributions are subject to a 
fully anonymous reviewing process. We 
accept manuscripts for review all  year 
round.

 To  read  and  to  submit  an  article, 
please  log on  to  the  portals  to  the journals'  
homepage  at  the  Thai Journal Index below:
 
• Asian Review: https://so01.tci-thai 
         jo.org/index.php/arv/about
• Asia Paridarsana: https://so01.
 t c i - t h a i j o . o rg / i n d e x . p h p / a s i a n r e  
         view/about

  Furthermore, throughout the year 
2020, all research center under the IAS 
also published articles in the differences 
level as follows: 

National level 
 The total amount of articles that all         
research centers under the Institute of 
Asian Studies (IAS) have published at 
the national level in 2020 was 19 articles. 

International level
 The total amount of articles that all            
research centers under the Institute of 
Asian Studies (IAS) have published at the 
international level in 2020 was 9 articles. 

Online media
 The total amount of articles that 
all         research centers under the Insti-
tute of Asian Studies (IAS) have published 
in online media in 2020 was 98 articles. 

Printing media
 The total amount of articles that 
all research centers under the Institute 
of Asian Studies (IAS) have published 
on print media in 2020 was 15 articles. 
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Awards and 
Recognitions 

 The  to ta l  number  of  awards  and 
recogni t ions  tha t  a l l  research  centers 
under  the  Ins t i tu te  of  As ian  S tudies 
( IAS)  have  rece ived  in  2020 was  2 
awards  and  recogni t ions .

 Firstly,   from     Asian    Research   Center 
for    Migration  (ARCM),  Pyone  Myat  Thu, 
Ph.D.  has  received the Q1 Publ icat ion 
Award from Chulalongkorn Universi ty 
(Research Off ice  Tier  1) . 

 Secondly, from Multicultural Studies 
& Socia l  Innovat ion ,  Prof .  Sunai t  
Chutintarnond Ph.D. has received the 
National Research Award, in the branch 
of  Phi losophy. 
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RESEARCH
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 The Asian Research Center for Migration (ARCM) is an internationaly      
recognized center of excellence in social science research. Initially founded in 1987 
as the Indochinese Refugee Information Center, the Center was established with 
the mission of conducting research on the flows of refugees from Cambodia, Laos, 
Vietnam, and other Southeast Asian countries seeking asylum in Thailand. After the 
Indochinese refugee crisis had abated in Thailand and the refugee camps were closed 
under the Comprehensive Plan of Action, the Center began to conduct research on 
new refugee situations that had begun to emerge in Southeast Asia. In recognition 
of this newly broadened research focus, the Center was reconstituted as the Asian                                                  
Research Center for Migration in 1995. Since then, we have significantly expanded our                                                                
thematic areas and now include projects on all forms of international migration in 
Southeast Asia, with a particular empsis on Thailand as a sending, receiving and 
transit country.

 ARCM was recognized as a Chulalongkorn University Center of Excellence in 
2007. Our core team is drawn from the University’s academic community, including both 
Thai and non-Thai experts with experience and technical back-up in various relevant 
fields, including sociology and anthropology, political science, economics, human  
geography, and law. 

Asia Research Center 
for Migration
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Pyone Myat Thu, Ph.D.
-    Email: Pyone.M@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Critical Development   
     Studies, Livelihoods, Forced and 
     Labour Migration, Mobilities, Area   
     Studies (Timor-Leste, Myanmar)

Samarn Laodumrongchai
-    Email: samarn.l@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: The problems of the 
     ASEAN population movement to 
     Thailand who will impact on national     
     security

Aungkana Kmonpetch, Ph.D.
-    Email: aungkana.k@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: International migration and        
     mobility/refugee and forced 
     displacement/labor migration in 
     supply chains  

Waranya Jitpong
-    Email: wec135@hotmail.com
-    Expertise: Foreign workers in 
     Thailand

 Researchers/Staffs

Asst. Prof. Naruemon Thabchumpon, 
Ph.D.

-    Position: Director of Asian Research
     Center for Migration
-    Email:naruemon.t@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Cross-border migration, 
     Human Security of refugee and 
     migrants

Prof. Supang Chantavanich, Ph.D.
-    Email: chansupang@gmail.com
-    Expertise: International migration,  
     migrant worker’s rights protection

Premjai Vungsiriphisal, Ph.D.
-    Email: premjai.v@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Migration and 
     development, migration and health,
     refugee

Ratchada Jayagupta, Ph.D.
-    Email: ratchada.ja@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Forced Migration, Human         
     Trafficking, and People Smuggling,      
     Female Labour
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   Intern

 Asia  Research  Center  for  Migration 
(ARCM) had 1 intern in 2020.  

 Asia    Research   Center   for   Migration 
(ARCM) has spent 398,800 THB in 2020

   Budget

Asia Research Center for Migration (ARCM) has accomplished 4 projects in 2020.

 A s s e s s m e n t  o f  C o v i d - 1 9 i m p a c t s  o n M i g r a n t Wo r k e r s ’ R i g h t s  a n d 
Live l ihoods   The research examines COVID-19 situations and impacts on migrant 
workers in Thailand since these migrant workers are tied with other conditions that them 
more vulnerable, such as migration status, working and employment conditions, living 
conditions, lack of rights accessibility, language barrier, and access to healthcare. 
The research applies index of multiple deprivations (IMD) and an inclusive policy 
framework. It aims to observe migrant worker ’s livelihoods and the possibility to set 
new conditions which migrant workers can get more access to economic and social 
rights as well as better livelihoods during the COVID-19 pandemic period. It also aims 
to develop recommendations for the administration of migrant workers in the country.

   Projects
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Lectures & Seminars

 Asia Research Center for Migration (ARCM) has accomplished 16 lectures and 
seminars in 2020.

International Migrants’ Day Conference
According  to the spread of Covid-19 that has adversely impacted people’s  movement,         
including migrant populations, the Asia Research Center for Migration (ARCM) 
has launched the International Migrants’ Day Conference on December 17th, 2020 
at the Social Innovations Hub, Chulalongkorn University by collaborating with 
the presenters from the Thai Royal Government, academics, multilateral organizations
(e.g., ILO, IOM, and UNICEF),international and national non-government organizations
(e.g. ,  Help without Frontiers,  GAATW, Community Partners International), civil 
society (migrant networks).  This event aims to examine the impacts of Covid-19 on
migrant populations. The conference also seeks to promote a network with academics 
and external partners.

Sustainable Sea Fisheries and Labour Protection Seminar
In order to foster better labour standards and protect migrant workers in Thai
Fisheries through dialogue between multiple stakeholders, the Asia Research Center
for Migrat ion (ARCM) has launched the Sustainable Sea Fisheries and Labour 
Protection Seminar on December 16th, 2020 at the Social Innovations Hub, Chulalongkorn 
University.  This round-table discussion aims to improve labour standards and the 
protection of migrant workers in Thai Fisheries.

   Academic Services
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 Asia Research Center for Migration 
(ARCM) has accomplished 20 community 
outreaches in 2020. 

 The most outstanding community
outreaches of the ARCM was the project
which is  examined Myanmar migrant 
workers and surrounding communities at
Mahachai Villa, 9 Ally of Samutsakorn 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Community Outreaches
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 Asia Research Center for Migration 
(ARCM) has published 1 journal article at 
the national level, 2 journal articles at the 
international level,  5 articles on online 
media;  both domestic and international
online media, and one article on printing 
media. 

The example of outstanding publications
of the ARCM in 2020 includes: 

   Publications    Awards and Recognitions

Pyone Myat Thu, Ph.D. has received the Q1 
Publication Award from Chulalongkorn
University (Research Office Tier 1)

 "I  am very proud and honored 
to be a member of the Asian Research
Center  for  Migr t ion (ARCM) at  the 
Instituteof Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn 
University, where I can always strengthen
my professional ism through learning,
researching, as well as sharing knowledge 
with sub-national, national, regional and 
global levels The organization is always 
very supportive in building partnerships
with al l  s takeholders .  Our work aims 
to support  society by keeping track of 
the current  s i tuat ion on migrants  and
migration-related issues, including both 
opportunit ies and challenges achieving 
durable  solutions".

Dr. Ratchada Jayagupta, 
Senior Researcher of the ARCM. 
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Chinese Studies Center

 Prior to the establishment of the Chinese Studies Center (CSC) ,  research on 
Chinese studies and knowledge dissemination was initiated at the Faculty of 
Political Science of Chulalongkorn University. At the same time, Asian studies were
promoted worldwide by the West as a consequence of the change in China’s political 
regime to communism, the Korean War, and the Indochina War, while the Institute 
of Asian Studies (IAS) was founded in 1967. Later on May 10, 1985, IAS was 
recognized as an official institute.
 
 On the first of July 1995, with the regard to the 20th anniversary of the           
establishment of diplomatic Thailand - China relations and the rapid expansion 
of  Chinese studies, a number of scholars have founded the Chinese Studies Center, as                                                                               
a research and academic organization under IAS, replacing the former Chinese 
studies program of the faculty of Political Science. Mr. Umphon Phanachet, Chair 
Professor of Chulalongkorn University took the position of the first director.
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 Researchers/Staffs

Arm Tungnirun, Ph.D
-    Position: Director of Chinese Studies  
-    Email: armtung@gmail.com
-    Expertise: International Business 
     Law, Comparative Law, Comparative  
     Development Policy, Chinese Studies

Thavi Theerawongsery, Ph.D.
-    Position: Senior Researcher
-    Email: csc.chula@gmail.com
-    Expertise: International Relations,  
     Japan-Thailand relations, China-
     Thailand relations

Kulnaree Nukitrangsan, Ph.D.
-    Position: Researcher
-    Email: kulnaree.n@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Chinese Studies, New 
     Chinese Immigrants, Chinese social
     problems, China’s soft power
 

Krongchan Chantaraphaha, Ph.D.
-    Position: Researcher
-    Email: krongchan.n@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: China's technology and  
     innovation, China's economy, China’s   
     soft power

Kittipos Phuttivanuch, Ph.D.
-    Position: Researcher 
-    Email: kittipos.p@gmail.com
-    Expertise: International Relations,  
     China-Thailand relations, China 
     politics  
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 Chinese Studies Center (CSC) had 
spent  581,934.19 THB in 2020  

   Budget

Chinese Studies Center (CSC) has accomplished 3 projects in 2020. 

New Chinese Immigrants in Thailand  

The "New Chinese Immigrants in Thailand" project has received a research fund from 
the Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI) for the objective of estimating 
the number of new Chinese immigrants in Thailand as well as their settlement patterns, 
including positive and negative impacts of the settlement. The geographic areas of the 
study are Northern, Southern, Northeastern, and Central Thailand. This research project 
is conducted by a team of five researchers led by Associate Professor Vorasakdi 
Mahatdhanobol with a research period of two years and eight months, from November 
2018 to July 2021.

   Projects
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Lectures & Seminars

Chinese Studies Center (CSC) has accomplished 6 lectures and seminars in 2020. 

Look into China’s Direction 2021
On December 18, 2020, at 13.00 – 15.30 p.m., the Chinese Studies Center, Chulalongkorn 
University held an online talk on the topic of “Look into China’s Direction 2021”. 
The academic exchange about China in 2020 carried out by two experts in the field 
of Chinese studies, which are 1) Assoc.Prof.Vorasakdi Mahatdhanobol, an expert in 
Chinese Studies and special lecturer at Faculty of Political Sciences, Chulalongkorn 
University, and 2) Assoc.Prof.Sitthiphon Kruarattikan, Ph.D., the director of Institute 
of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University. This academic talk hosted by Arm 
Tungnirun, Ph.D., the director of the Chinese Studies Center, though held online, still 
drew much attention from the public. 

   Academic Services
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 Chinese Studies Center (CSC) has 
accomplished 2 community outreaches in 
2020 including:

1 .  D u r i n g F e b r u a r y - J a n u a r y,  2 0 2 0 , 
researchers   of   the  Chinese   Studies Center
conduc t ed   r e sea rch f i e ldwork  fo r  t he 
“New Chinese Migrants” projectin Phuket 
and  Nakhon  Ratchasrima  province.

2.  In March 2020, researchers of the 
Chinese    Studies    Center    conducted research 
f ie ldwork for  the “Creat ive Tourism
Management    for    Foreign Traveller in Nan 
Province” project in Nan.

         Chinese Studies Center (CSC) has 
p u b l i s h e d  1 j o u r n a l a r t i c l e  a t t h e 
national level, 3 journal articles at the 
international level, 10 articles on online 
media; both domestic and international 
online media, and 8 aticles on printing
m e d i a . T h e e x a m p l e  o f o u t s t a n d i n g 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e A R C M  i n 2 0 2 0 
includes: 

National level

    Kit t ipos Phutt ivanuch,  “People’s 
L ibe ra t ion  Army:  impl i ca t ion  on  Xi 
Jinping’s leadership

International level

   Krongchan  Chan ta raphaha ,“The 
D e v e l o p m e n t o f  T h a i  a n d C h i n e s e 
Automot ive  Indus t r i a l  Technolog ies” . 
P S A K U I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f 
Interdisciplinary Research. Vol. 9, No. 1, 
in June 2020

Publications   Community Outreaches
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Japan-ASEAN 
Studies Center

 At Chulalongkorn University, Japanese Studies was founded twenty years 
ago with the support of the Embassy of Japan. Initially, it  has continuously been 
offering workshops on Japanese studies for secondaryschool teachers countrywide. 
The workshop was to offer updated information on Japanese society to school 
teachers who were the source of knowledge in their communities. Until recently does 
IAS promote a research function of Japanese Studies and seek cooperation among 
academic departments, research centres at Chulalongkorn University, and other 
universities, including partnerships from the private sector and government 
organizations.   
 
 Due to current regional development in terms of international relations, the 
ASEAN community inserted a strong impact on Japanese studies in the region. In 
order to establish a comprehensive knowledge about Japan, Thailand, and the 
region, it means a more comprehensive understanding of ASEAN countries being 
integrated into that of Japan. Therefore, this year the former Japanese studies 
program extends its activities to cover Japan and ASEAN studies. The program 
continues to educate people, conducting research, and organize academic events. This 
includes promoting coordination both within the university’s research environment 
and between research institutions elsewhere. These coordination efforts involve 
researchers on Japanese issues both in Thailand and throughout the Asian region in 
order to promote greater harmony and understanding between the various parties
involved. 
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   Intern  Researchers/Staffs

Saikaew Thipakorn, Ph.D.
-    Position: Director of Japan-ASEAN  
     Studies Center
-    Email: saikaew.t@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Japanese affairs with an  
     emphasis on government and foreign 
     affairs

Chandhit Sawangnate
-    Email: 6288321120@student.chula.  
     ac.th
-    Expertise: International Economics,    
     Environment, Development and 
     Sustainability, Ageing Population and 
     Climate Change

 Japan-ASEAN Studies Center had 2 
interns in 2020.

 J a p a n - A S E A N S t u d i e s C e n t e r
has  accompl ished  1 pro jec t  in  2020.   The 
p ro j ec t o f  J apan  t own  in  Tha i l and : 
J a p a n ’s  c u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l i n  T h a i l a n d 
was funded by the National Research 
Council of Thailand. This project aims 
to study the impact of cultural exchange 
between  Thai  and  Japanese  people.

   Projects
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Lectures & Seminars

 Japan - ASEAN Studies Center has 
accomplished 2 lectures and seminars in 
2020. 

1. Webinar    on   COVID-19:  Common   Threat, 
Unequal Solution. This event launched 
on July 17th, 2020, and funded by the 
Japan  Foundation    .The  participant  of  the 
webinar consist of scholars from Thailand, 
Japan, and Indonesia.

2. Webinar    on    Kata-Corona   crisis:  value, 
social, and Japanese Politics. This event
launched in August 2020 and funded 
by the Japanese Foundation. This webinar 
aims to provide knowledge for Thais who 
interest in this issue.

   Academic Services

Community Outreaches

 Japan - ASEAN Studies Center has 
accomplished 2 lectures and seminars in 
2020.

1. The  Japan - ASEAN Studies Center 
has participated in 3rd ASEAN - Japan 
Roundtable: The Impact of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, organized by the Asia Center 
on November 18th, 2020.

2. The Japan - ASEAN Studies Center 
has participated in the book launching 
session of the University of Michigan on 
“The Courteous Power: Japan and Southeast 
Asia  in  the Indo -  Pacif ic Era” on 
December 2nd, 2020.
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“The Japan-ASEAN Studies Center is proud 
to be a part of the Institute of Asian Studies 
whose effort is to use knowledge to foster 
better understanding and friendship among 
Asian people and the world”

Saikaew Thipakorn, Ph.D.
Director of Japan-ASEAN Studies Center
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Mekhong Studies Center

 Mekhong Studies Center was established under the Institute of Asian Studies 
(IAS) of Chulalongkorn University with a grant from the Ratchadapisek Sompoch find 
in 2002 in order to conduct research on the countries of the Mekhong sub-region and 
to disseminate the acquired knowledge to the public. In the early period, Mekhong 
Studies Center was research until of IAS and was established as a Center of Excellence 
in December 2009. Mekhong Studies Center aims to be a leading research centre in 
Greater Mekhong Subregion to conduct researches and studies and disseminate 
knowledge about countries in the Greater Mekhong Sub-region (GMS), namely 
Myanmar, Thailand, Lao PDR, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Southern China.

 Mekong Studies Center is committed to providing academic services and
knowledge transfer. Researchers have been invited to deliver lectures, organized 
seminars in order to raise awareness and increase stakeholders’ understanding of 
issues related to the Greater Mekhong Sub-region. The Center also applies knowledge 
through organizing research forums, giving consultation to the public and private 
sectors as well as the public, and participating in the establishment of key 
national policies in order to utilize the acquired knowledge and engage with diversified 
stakeholders. 
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   Intern  Researchers/Staffs

Adisorn Semyaem
-    Position: Director of Mekong Studies  
     Center 
-    Email: Adisorn.S@chula.ac.th 
-    Expertise: Laos: politics, economics, 
     and society

Ukrist Pathmanand
-    Position: Senior Researcher 
-    Email: Ukrist.P@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Thailand and Greater 
     Mekong sub-region countries 
     particularly on regionalization on
     economic, energy, and politics.

Mukda Pratheepwatanawong, Ph.D.
-    Email: mukdapratheep@gmail.com
-    Expertise: Labour mobility, foreign  
     direct investment, social media and    
     digital divide in Vietnam.

Akkanut Wantanasombut
-    Email: akkanut.w@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Burma/Myanmar Studies,  
     Border Trade, Platform economy

Anuk Pitukthanin
-    Email: anukpn@gmail.com
-    Expertise: Myanmar in the issue of 
     inequality and Myanmar's City of 
     education and public policy.

 Mekhong Studies Center had 4 
interns in 2020.   

 Mekhong Studies Center has spent 
7,810,190.68 THB in 2020. 

   Budget
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  M e k h o n g  S t u d i e s  C e n t e r  h a s 
accomplished 4 projects in 2020.  

“The China-Laos Railway: Impacts  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  C h a l l e n g e s f o r 
Thailand” is  research as part  of the 
project of  “70th Thai-Laos Diplomatic 
Relat ions:  A Strategic  Partner for 
Growth and Sustainable Development"  
in  col laborat ion with  the  That-Laos  
Associa t ion  for  Fr iendship  and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.The China -
Laos Railway (CLR) or the Kunming-
Vientiane (K-V)  railway  is  a  symbolic 
project  of  the  China's  Belt  and  Road 
Ini t ia t ive   (BRI) .  The  l ine   wi l l   l ink 
Kunming, the capital of Yunnan province,
and Vientiane. 

The project began in December 2016, and 
is planned to be completed in late 2021. 
The CLR is also a part of the planned 
Kunming-Singapore mult i-country rai l 
network (or “Pan-Asia Railway”).  The 
cost  of  the  project  is  es t imated at 
appoximately  6  bil l ion  USD.The  railway 
would use China technical standards and
equipment over a 260-mile route through

   Projects

Laos with an operating speed of 160
km/h. The CLR is regarded as a strategic 
docking project  between the  China-
proposed initiative and Laos strategy to 
transition from landlocked to land-linked. 

The CLR would have little benefit to
China if it could not expand its route to 
Thailand, where China would like to link 
with the ASEAN economy, while the 
Thai-China High-Speed Railway (HSR) 
links between Bangkok-Nong Khai is 
expected to be completed in 2025. 

Therefore, while the Thai-China HSR 
has not yet been completed, the CLR is 
a key route that could  benefit Thailand’s 
economy. After the CLR starts operating, 
it has the potential to facilitate Thai’s 
shipment to China, which will reduce 
time and transportation costs, which will 
be lower than the transportation through 
road such as R3A route. This will help 
increase Thailand's competitiveness and 
boost Northeast regional economic 
development and benefit the local people.
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Lectures & Seminars

   Mekhong Studies Center has 
accomplished 47 projects in 2020.  

Seminar “The China-Laos Railway: 
Impacts, Opportunities and Challenges 
on Thailand after opens”
by Adisorn Semyaem
Mukda Pratheepwatanawong PhD.
Siripat Puengkwamsuk 
Kittika Luecha
Phanurak Tangchit 

o rg a n i z e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h  t h e 
Tha i -Laos Assoc ia t ion fo r   F r iendsh ip 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
13 November  2020 a t  Royal  Orchid 
Shera ton Hote l ,  Bangkok.  This  was  a 
R o u n d   Ta b l e  D i s c u s s i o n  ( RT D s )  f o r 
information sharing between academics 
f r o m  v a r i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
experts ,  representat ives of  government
a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  a b o u t 
opportunities,  challenges,  problems and 
impacts on Thailand and what must be 
prepared before the China-Laos  Railway 
starts operating in late 2021.

   Academic Services

International Seminar “70th Thai-
Laos Diplomatic Relations: A Strategic 
Partnership for Growth and Sustainable
Development”
by Adisorn Semyaem 
Mukda Pratheepwatanawong PhD., 
Anuk Pitukthani 
Siripat Puengkwamsuk
Kittika Luecha 
Phanurak Tangchit

o r g a n i z e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
Thai-Laos Associat ion for  Fr iendship 
and the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs on 
December 16th, 2020, at  Pullman King 
Power Hotel ,  Bangkok,  to review the 
si tuation and understand the past  that 
inform the present and to forecast  the 
future of the Thai-Laos relations through 
experiences sharing from the Thai-Laos 
responsible persons, which will  lead to 
the consensus and recommendations for 
a desirable future that will foster strong 
relations between the two countries.
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Community Outreaches

Mekhong Studies Center has accomplished 52 projects in 2020.

International seminar “70th Thai-Laos Diplomatic Relations: A Strategic Partnership
for Growth and Sustainable Development”
by Adisorn Semyaem, Mukda Pratheepwatanawong PhD., Anuk Pitukthanin, 
Siripat Puengkwamsuk, Kittika Luecha, Phanurak Tangchit

On the occasion of the 70th Thai-Laos establishment of diplomatic relations, The 
Mekong Studies Center, the Thai-Laos Association for Friendship and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs organized an international seminar on 16 December 2020 at Pullman 
King Power Hotel, Bangkok, as sharing of information and experiences by the Thai 
-Laos responsible persons from government agencies and private sectors, including 
international development cooperation and royal project, economic cooperation in 
trade and investment, social and cultural cooperation, which will lead to the consensus 
and recommendations for a desirable future that will pave the way in the move towards 
a strategic partnership for growth and sustainable development between Thai - Laos.
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Mekhong  S tudies  Center  has  publ i shed  1  journa l  a r t ic le  a t   the   na t iona l    l eve l ,  1 
journa l  a r t i c le  a t  the  in te rna t iona l  l eve l ,  and  23  a r t i c les  on  on l ine  media ;  bo th 
domestic  and  international  online  media. 

Finding a Balance between Comfort Zone and a “New Normal” Way of  Teaching 
Online
by Mukda Pratheepwatanawong, Ph.D

in Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia, Issue 29-Pandemic Pedagogy: Teaching Continuity 
in Times of Global Disruption, The Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto 
University. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on everyone’s 
lifestyle regardless of occupation. As cases accumulate worldwide, the abrupt global 
disruption has brought about a “new normal” lifestyle. The education sector is no 
exception. Educational institutions, including Chulalongkorn University, strive 
for ways to proceed with classes under the challenge of this new normal lifestyle. 
Online teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic is the start of a new normal 
education ecosystem. Conducting classes online should not feel like the end of the 
world, as teachers have choices in such teaching and the extent to which they want 
their courses to be online. The best option for teachers is to determine what feels 
comfortable for themselves and optimal for students

Publications
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160 km/h., expected to open in late 2021 
and to link with the Thai railway system 
on the Nong Khai–Thanaleng line. The CLR 
is therefor crucial   to   Thailand    in    terms 
   of    the economy,    while the    Thai-Chines
high-speed railway to connect the Bangkok-
NongKhai is  expected to be completed 
in 2025. After the CLR opens, it will benefit 
in transport which will  reduce time and 
costs from Thailand to China with lower 
costs than road transport such as transport 
through the R3A route.  The Northeast 
of Thailand will  be the region that will 
benefit the most from the CLR. Therefore, 
to  create  competi t ive advantages and 
embrace the opportunities for Thailand, it’s 
necessary todevelop “infrastructure links” 
and build skills for local people, including
improvingtrade regulations, particularly
customs procedures ,  to  faci l i ta te  the 
inspection and transportation of goods.

Monograph “The China-Laos Railway: 
Impacts, Opportunities and Challenges 
on Thailand after opens” 
by Siripat Puengkwamsuk
Kittika Luecha 
Phanurak Tangchit

The publication of this Monograph is a
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  T h a i - L a o s 
Assoc ia t ion  for  Fr iendsh ip  and  the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  T h e
C h i n a - L a o s  R a i l w a y  ( C L R )  o r  t h e
Kunming-Vientiane (K-V) railway is part 
of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
or the 21st Century Silk Road Project. 
The cost  of the project  is  estimated at 
approximately 6 bi l l ion USD, star t ing 
with Kunming in Yunnan Province by 
Yuxi-Mohan l ine and connects  Mohan 
checkpoint to the Laos border at  Boten 
checkpoint in Luang Namtha province to 
the Vientiane capital ,  a 260-mile route 
through Laos with an operating speed of 
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“The perspectives and directions to study and 
understand neighboring countries in the current 
Mekong sub-region are challenging and are 
always changing based on external factors 
such as a political, economic, epidemic, and 
technological advancements that affect the way 
of life of society. As a research centre, there 
is a need to serve our local and international 
community through research, find answers  and 
disseminate new knowledge that will benefit 
our local and international community as much 
as possible. We would like to thank the working 
group within the Mekong Studies Center and 
Institute of Asian Studies for their support and 
collaboration, including the funders and various 
sectors who have co-operated with us in the past 
years”.

Siripat Puengkwamsuk
Research Assistant
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Muslim Studies Center

 The Muslim Studies Center has been established to encourage academic 
research and public understanding of Muslim society and culture both at the domestic 
(Thailand) and international level. It is an interdisciplinary research unit that 
was established in 2005 as a center under the Institute of Asian Studies (IAS) 
Chulalongkorn University. The Muslim Studies Center has been set up to cope with 
current situations and changes in Asia and the world. 

 At present, Muslim studies have increasingly received public and academic 
attention, although most of the discussion has centred narrowly on the contemporary 
issues of security and terrorism due to the events of 9/11. The variability and 
flexibility of Muslim practices and perspectives have not featured in this discourse. 
It leaves the public largely unaware of the complexities, achievements and challenges 
of the Muslim World. The Center is working to fulfill this imbalance by broadening 
the studies and discussion to introduce more comparison and complexity in the study 
of Muslim affairs from the Middle East, through the South Asia, East Asia and Malay 
world. By focusing on Muslim (not Islamic) studies, the Center encourages the shift 
in analysis from the notion of a single unitary religious matter defined by Islam to a 
more complex view of Muslims as agents in the construction of their own experience 
and history.
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   Intern

   Researchers/Staffs

Srawut Aree, Ph.D.
-    Position: Director of Muslim Studies  
     Center
-    Email: srawut.a@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Middle East and Muslim  
     world

Arifeen Yama, Ph.D.
-    Email: arifeen.y@chula.ac.th 
-    Expertise: Muslim World and 
     International Relations

Sarehan Sulong
-    Email: sarehan1610@gmail.com
-    Expertise: Malaysia and southern 
     border women 

 Muslim Studies Center had 2 interns 
in 2020.

 Muslim Studies Center has spent 
4,520,000 THB in 2020. 

   Budget
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Muslim Studies Center has accomplished 3 projects in 2020. 

Muslim Studies Center has 1 outstanding research project during 2020, titled “Muslim
World and The Management of Hajj Affairs: A Study of Hajj Management in 
Thailand and Hajj Management in Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.”   
Leading by Dr. Srawut Aree. 

The operation period of the project is from 1 October2019 until 30 April 2021. As 
the COVID-19 interrupted the project, causing a delay in conducting research. The
Center is therefore required to extend for field works. The objective of the research
project was to investigate the Hajj Management Model in Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Singapore. And give direction to reform Hajj Management in Thailand.

   Projects
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Lectures & Seminars

Muslim Studies Center has accomplished 1 international seminar in 2020. 

The International seminar on “The Contributions of Al-Farabi to the Modern World”
was organized by Muslim Studies Center, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn 
University, and Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in The Kingdom of Thailand 
on December 24th, 2020 at Saranitet Conference Room, Main Auditorium, 
Chulalongkorn University. The Objectives of the International seminar are to fill the 
gaps discernible in the scholarly corpus which we have referred to as Muslim Studies 
and familiarize the Muslim Thinker, Abu NasrMuhammad Al-Farabi, particularly in 
political philosophy and logic. Such interest explains why he is  known as  “the second 
master” (the first one, of course, being Aristotle) 

   Academic Services

Community Outreaches

Muslim Studies Center has accomplished 30 community outreaches in 2020. 

Srawut Aree, Ph.D., Director of Muslim Studies Center was written  articles  published 
on the website, titled ‘The Standard.com’. The article that has the highest reading 
rate on the website is an article on The Conflict of Israel and Iran (published in Thai), 
titled “The Conflict between Israel and Iran: The Secret War in the Borderless 
Battlefiled, How Concerned Should Thailand be about this Issue?. This article was
published on 2 December 2020 and had been read more than 1400 times.   
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Publications

Muslim Studies Center has published 4 journal articles at the international level, 34  
a r t ic les  on  onl ine media ;  both  domest ic  and  in terna t ional  onl ine  media ,  and  4  
publications  on  printing  media. 

“Images of Makkah and the Hajj in South Thailand: An Ethnographic and
 Theological Exploration.” 
by Dr. Christopher Mark Joll and Dr. Srawut Aree

This article explores the historical and contemporary importance of Makkah and the 
hajj for Malays in South Thailand. Our multi-disciplinary approach examines relevant 
historiographies, the insights of Islamic Studies scholars, and ethnographic data 
collected in Pattani’s provincial capital. We point out that in the outputs produced by 
literary networks located in Sumatra and the portion of Thai/Malay Peninsula once 
referred to as the Malay Sultanate of Pattani, references to Makkah were early to 
appear. Malays from Pattani may have primarily travelled to Makkah to perform 
the hajj, but following Pattani’s subjugation by Bangkok in the late 18th century, 
Makkah functioned as a refuge. Following a description of the prerequisites,
preparations, and performances of the hajj in present-day Pattani, we identify and 
discuss motivations of fulfilment, forgiveness, and merit-making. We argue through our 
exploration of these historical, ethnographic, and theological factors that Makkah is 
much more than a site of pilgrimage, and that the performance of hajj is multi-faceted.
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Publications

“The Religious Geography of Thailand’s 
Malay Southern Provinces: Revisiting the
Impact of South Asian and Middle Eastern
   Transnational     Islamic     Movements.”
by Dr. Srawut Aree and 
Dr. Christopher Mark Joll

This article describes changes in the ‘religious
  geography’  of  Thailand’s Malay-dominated
southern provinces of Pattani,  Yala,  and 
Narathiwat since the 1960s. These have been 
led by a range of religious entrepreneurs 
re   turning       to    these parts of  southern  Thailand 
from the Middle East   and  South  Asia.We 
begin  by conceptual iz ing local  Is lamic
diversity in ways that move beyond binaries 
such as the new and old schools (kaum muda–
kaum tua) and accept that the vast majority 
of  Malays in southern Thailand remain
conservative, rural  traditionalists.

We provide relevant  detai ls  about  the 
background, overseas educational influences 
and the forms of religious activism pursued 
by leaders of local modernist, reformist and 
revivalist religious franchises. Furthermore, 
we also point out the different strategies 
pursued by these religious entrepreneurs 
and that the operational centres for many of 
these movements are located in Yala. This 
article argues that Middle Eastern influences 
in southern Thailand have been exaggeraed, 
while South Asian influences have been 
overlooked, and that the Malaysian State 
of Kelantan has played an important role in 
diversifying the religious geography of these 
southern provinces.

“ I have been working at IAS as an 
AR-5 researcher since 2019, where 
I have learned and gained a lot of 
r e sea rch  expe r i ence .  I  have  seen 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M u s l i m 
Studies Center in the right direction. 
I have a good colleague with whom 
I can get along. Most of all, I have a 
wonderful director, Dr. Srawut Aree, 
who gives me the advice to improve 
academically. ”

Arifeen Yama, Ph.D.
Researcher, Muslim Center Studies 
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Multicultural Studies 
& Social Innovation Center

 The Multicultural Studies and Social Innovation Center grew out of the 
Muslim Studies Center to be a new research body under the supervision of the 
Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University and takes responsibility 
for the above-mentioned  tasks. Although the center is destined to lay emphasis on 
comprehensive research and scholarly works, it will never limit its operation within the
traditional extent such as research projects, published scholarship, or cooperation 
with the state, academic, and public sector. The center will go further by bringing all 
the findings into play to generate real benefits. An array of modern technologies will 
be incorporated where necessary to ensure that such benefit is delivered to the end-user 
who could be domestic and international alike. 
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 Researchers/Staffs

Prof. Sunait Chutindaranon, Ph.D.
-    Position: Director of Multicultural  
     Studies and Social Innovation Center
-    Email: sunait.c@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Ancient history with 
     special interest in Thai-Burma 
     relations, multicultural societies in 
     Thailand. 

Dollaya Tiantong, Ph.D.
-    Email: Dollaya.T@chula.ac.th 
-    Expertise: Multicultural Society,   
     Cultural Management, Human 
     Security, History, International 
     Relations 

Supaphan Tangtrongpairoj, Ph.D.
-    Email: supaphan.t@gmail.com
-    Expertise: ASEAN studies, security 
studies, multicultural society in Asia

Thanayod Lopattananont, Ph.D. 
-    Email: Thanayod.L@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Film, Cultural Relations,   
     Non-traditional Security, 
     Entertainment Media

Nuttapot Yuenyong
-    Email: so5254@hotmail.com
-    Expertise: Singaporean affairs and   
     socio-economic development

Jittima Kimsuksri
-    Email: Jittima.K@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Multiculturalism and 
     Development in Thai Society, Food 
     and cultural diversity in Thai Society

Akkharakit Sinthuwongsri
-    Email: Sirinot935@gmail.com
-    Expertise:Environmental 
     management, Climate change, 
     Multicultural Community 
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The research project “Strengthening Our Unity in Diversities: Step to the Next Step 
of the Southern part of Thailand" (2019 -2021)

Director of Project:  Prof. Sunait Chutintaranond, Ph.D., Head of Project Dollaya 
Tiantong, Ph.D.,  A Research Team: Thanayod Lopattananont,  Ph.D.,  Supaphan 
Tangtrongpairoj ,  Ph.D.,  Nuttapot Yuenyong, Ji t t ima Kimsuksri  and Akkharakit 
Sinthuwongsri (supported by Thai Media Fund). 

This project contributes to academic issues of cultural diversity in the southern 
provinces. It aims to study various media on the basis of research and synthesize the 
knowledge to promote multicultural learning in the southern border area. Moreover, 
researchers work harmoniously with the locals to build a learning and developing 
community in the Southern region of Thailand by using media as an instrument. The 
project also has given an opportunity for local youth to participate in professional 
research with experienced researchers. A variety of academic issues have been raised 
by locals due to the various lifestyles of their families or communities through many 
creative media activities. Overall, this project has promoted common happiness and 
cultural diversity in the Southern provinces in the aspects of comprehensiveness 
and sustainability.

   Projects

   Intern

 Multicultural Studies and Social 
Innovation Center had 2 interns in 2020. 

 Multicultural Studies and Social
Innovation Center has spent 7,700,000 in 
2020. 

   Budget
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Lectures & Seminars

Multicultural Studies and Social Innovation 
Center has accomplished 6 lectures and 
seminars in 2020. 

Seminar on “Unveil the Mystic Myth: 
The Story of Thailand’s axe tip”. 

This seminar launched on August 26th, 
2020, i t  aims to present academic work 
in the form of  a  documentary of  the 
southern border  provinces  in  several 
a spec t s  inc lud ing  h i s to r i ca l  i s sues , 
multicultural society, education,customs, 
traditions, and the way of life of the locals. 

The content  of  documentary has made 
It  is  presented through a video clip of 
the  in teres t ing documentary,  easy  to 
understand ,colourful,  beautiful,  suiable 
for use in both governmental organiztions, 
especially the office of the security 
council and private sector cover individual
level,  such as academics,  students,  and
interested people And it is also a product 
that is easy to publish. Because there are 
presentations through the website. 

   Academic Services

Seminar on “Padthai: the Secret Recipe 
for Dreaming”. On November 23th, 2020,

the Grand Opening seminar of  project 
Thai land 's  cul tural  industry  promotes 
TV drama innovation 4.0 on the project 
'Pad Thai' ,  the secret recipe of dreaming 
from research to    drama  innovation.This 
research is one of the four projects that
is developed into a drama. The best 1 
for  produce organized by the Center 
for Multicultural  Education and Social
Innovation.  In the past  I  talked about 
the importance of the fight. 

Top  research  resu l t s  a re  benef ic ia l 
through driving research into innovative 
TV dramas for  the promotion of  Thai 
Culture Industry 4.0, which is not just one 
of the tools to drive the economy through 
technology and creativi ty.  But also to 
create a good image for the country through 
the drama of multicultural food as well.
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   Awards and Recognitions

Pyone Myat Thu, Ph.D. has received the
Q1 Publication Award from Chulalonkorn 
University (Research Office Tier 1).

Community Outreaches

Multicultural Studies and Social Innovation Center has accomplished 6 community 
outreaches in 2020. 

“Strengthening Our Unity in Diversities: Step to the Next Stepof the Southern Part of 
Thailand" (2019 -2021)

The prominence of working with communities in the southern border provinces is to create
a project related to the production of creative media. This project was organized at Mu Ko 
Phetra National Park, Satun Province, by collaborating with the young generation group, the 
crucial mechanism of the project, by presenting and conveying both emotional styles 
through online media. 

This project aims to bring the identity of the southern border provinces to be reflected 
through writing, photography,and video which conducted by researcers rom the 
Multicultural Studies and Social Innovation Center (MSSIC), together with the locals, 
civil society, and media. As a result, with their collaboration, they can help to drive the 
ideas of the youth groups to be more productive and recognizable to the pulic.
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Multicultural Studies and Social Innovation
Center has published 3 journals at the 
national level, and 3 articles on online media; 
both domestic and international online 
media. 

Thai Action Cinema in a Socio-Cultural 
Context
The memory of Thai action cinema is 
limited to entertainment and projection 
of Muay Thai as the national heritage. 
T h i s  a r t i c l e  a i m s  t o  d i s c u s s  s o m e 
phi losophy and socio-cul tural  values
having been looked over via the early 
works comprising Ong Bak and Tom 
Yum Kung which passed on concepts and 
s p i r i t u a l  m e s s a g e s  a b o u t  T h a i n e s s 
through the image of ancient Muay Thai. 

In brief, each film tells the story of the 
character who practices Muay Thai to the 
degree that he becomes a supreme human 
being. He achieves strength in terms of 
mind, body, and intelligence and will
only perform Muay Thai as ruled by 
the ancient tradition. It is to protect the 
weak, the nation, including righteouness. 
This reflects Thainess from the civilized 
perspective as well as suggesting the 
superiority of Thai culture amidst the 
stream of Westernization whose theme 
lends weight to the external development 
other than the internal one. 

Publications
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 The critical success factors from 
Phook-Rak crispy wisdom to connect 
relationships in Jebilang multicultural 
community, Satun province.
The purpose of this study is to analyse the 
critical success factors from Phook-Rak 
wi sdom to  connec t  r e l a t i onsh ips  o f
m u l t i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  S a t u n 
Province. According to the concept of 
managing local wisdom, the economic 
positive impact of bringing wisdom to 
the current application.  This research 
employs quantitative research methods 
and the size of a total sample of 390 
people. Data were analysed using multiple
regression analysis. 

It was found that five factors, as follows: 

(1) recognizes the historical value of  
 local knowledge. 
(2) The creation of local knowledge for
 the development of the community. 
(3) Promoting innovation through local 
 wisdom in the economy 
(4) The support from the relevant authorities
(5) Promoting and developing the Phook-
 Rak wisdom to the international  
 level.

The feedback from the management and promotion of traditional knowledge to preserve
and extend the value is economically viable. Creating Engaging with young people or 
youth groups in the community. Raise awareness and recognize the value of local 
knowledge. The availability of resources The creativity of the community. 

To develop organizational knowledge and wisdom to create a steady income steadily. 
And to create a good relationship between the community and embrace harmony and 
cooperation. Munificent and was placed among the different races, religions and cultures 
seamlessly.
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South Asian Studies Center

 The South Asian Studies Center is a research unit for South Asian Studies and 
funded by Ratchadaphisek Somphot Endowment Fund, Chulalongkorn University. The 
Center was established in June 2017 under the Institute of Asian Studies. The Center 
conducts research on South Asian Studies Countries related to social, economic, 
cultural, and political issues. South Asian Countries are diverse in terms of cultures, 
religions, languages. The main purpose of the center is developing, initiating, and 
disseminating knowledge in South Asia to the public, creating quality of Thai
researchers  and  expanding  the  academic  network  within  Thailand  and  globally. 

Therefore, for developing the relationship between Thailand and the South Asian 
countries it is necessary to understand the context of the region through conducting
research in deep analysis and systematic research as the main mission of the South
Asian Studies Center of Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University. 
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 Researchers/Staffs

Asst. Prof. Jirayudh Sinthuphan, Ph.D. 
-    Position: Deputy Director for 
     Academic Affairs and Director of 
     South Asian Studies Center
-    Email: Jirayudh.S@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Cultural Studies, South      
     Asian Studies, Cultural Diplomacy 

Luxsnai Songsiengchai, Ph.D.
-    Email: Luxsnai.S@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Applied Theatre, 
     Performing Arts and 
     Communication, Gender Diversity and  
     Marginalized Group, Ethnographic     
     Research

Abdunrohman Mukem, Ph.D.
-    Email: Abdunrohman.M@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: South Asian Politics, Peace 
     Building in Multiculturalism  

Bandit Aroman, Ph.D.
-    Email: bandit_1628@hotmail.com
-    Expertise: South Asian Region,  
     Conflicts Management between Ethnic  
     Groups, Extremism Groups

Jatuporn Suwansukhum
-    Email: jatuporn.s@chula.ac.th
-    Expertise: Tourism Management 
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   Intern

 South Asian Studies Center had 2 
interns in 2020. 

 South Asian Studies Center has 
spent 10,079,600 THB  in 2020.    

   Budget

 South Asian Studies Center has 
accomplished 5 projects in 2020.  

The “Developing Expertise in South 
Asian Studies”  is a two years research 
project which is funded by the National 
Research Council of Thailand about 
3,999,600 Baht. The project aimed to 
produce the expert of South Asian
Scholar, to collect the database of South 
Asian Country, to analyst the important 
issues of politics, economic, security,
social and culture of South Asian 
Countries, to study the opportunity of 
Thai and BIMSTEC cooperation and also 
to suggest the approach of cooperation 
between Thai and South Asian Countries.

   Projects
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Lectures & Seminars

South Asian Studies Center has accomplished 9 lectures and seminars in 2020. 

The Seminar for Knowledge Development on the Promotion of Interfaith Space. 
This seminar was organized on 20 – 21 August 2020, Bangkok, Thailand, by the 
Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University, the Office of National Security 
Council of Thailand, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand for developing 
knowledge and understanding amongst public officers whose duties can contribute to 
preventing and countering violent extremism (P/CVE) especially in light of the 
misinterpretation of religious teachings to propagate prejudice or hatred conducive to 
violence against different religious communities and threaten the diversity of beliefs 
in the society. The seminar also attempts to introduce experiences and knowledge from
foreign countries such as Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and the Philippines 
applicable to the Thai context, especially best practices in dealing with challenges that 
resemble those facing Thai communities. Moreover, to explore and identify conditions, 
impediments, and supporting factors for creating social interactive space which 
embrace the values of moderation and peaceful coexistence.

   Academic Services

International Conference on 'BIMSTEC & Sub-Regional Politics in Post-Covid 
Era: Relevance & Emerging Trends.
This international conference is organized by the Tillotoma Foundation and Nepal 
Institute of International Cooperation and Engagement on 16 September 2020. The
international conference was talking about the effect of Covid-19 and the reaction to 
counter the pandemic situation. The world has the opportunity to have a new way 
of digital platform for education, market, etc. in daily life. The situation lets we 
reposition ourselves in terms of economy and relation in the world.
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Wisdom of South Asian Scholar: Maulana 
Tariq Jameel, Preacher of Islamic inner 
Peace Ideas.
This Academic Article of Abdunrohman
Mukem is talking about Maulana Tariq
Jameel’s ‘preaching approach’ ‘living idea 
in plural society’ and ‘inner peace ideas’ 
which are based on Islamic doctrine
within many centuries of conflict and 
violent  situations. 

Maulana Tariq Jameel is not only the 
renowned Islamic peace preacher and 
spiritual leader of South Asia, but also 
one of the world’s 500 most Influential 
Muslim. The main purpose of this article
is opening the gateway of people’s mind 
to know his beautiful inner peace idea.  
It was published in Panidhana Journal 15 
(2) pp. 295-342.

South Asian Studies Center has published 
9 articles at the national level, 3 articles at 
an international level, 23 articles in online 
media; both domestic and international 
online media, and 2 articles in printing 
media.

Publications

Maulana Tariq Jameel
photo credit : myislamicworld.com
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Violence and Effects  of  Media on 
Ant i -LGBT ex tremism in  South 
A s i a T h i s R e s e a r c h A r t i c l e o f L u x s n a i 
Songsiengchai is talking about the media
exposure of the South Asian community 
in the midst of gender violence. The case
study focused on the group of hijra or 
male to female transgender (MtF).The 
study included the level of violenc toward   
lesbian , gay , bisexual , and transgender
(LGBT) people  which occurs  under 
socialization  in a patriarchal  society 

The effects of media in two dimensions:
firstly, media is being used as a tool for
c u l t i v a t i n g  p r e j u d i c e  a n d  p r o v o k i n g 
gender-based  v io lence  and  second ly, 
media has an influence on reducing bias 
and understanding concepts of gender 
diversity.

51



Community Outreaches

 South Asian Studies Center has 
accomplished 1 community outreach in 2020. 

‘Thai Strategy and New World Order’ at 
Suthichai Live on September 30, 2020. 
The Suthichai Live is very famous in Thai 
Society, where they were talking about 
‘Thai Strategy and New World Order’ with 
many experts from research centers such 
as the South Asian Studies Center, ASEAN 
center  and Indian Studies Center  of 
Chulalongkorn University. 

This community outreach is presenting 
on Wednesday, September 30, 2020. In 
this conversation, they talked about Thai 
policyin world politics and how to adapt 
to the new world order. 

“ South Asian Studies Center is the gateway 
to understand many issues of South Asian
regions such as international relation,
public  policy, politics, economics, cultures, 
religions, society, movies, tourism, diaspora, 
education, Peace culture, current situation, 
etc. We can open both our minds and spirits 
when reading the story from South Asia. 
South Asian countr ies  are  the most
multicultural places in the world. If we 
understand the South Asian region, it is very 
easy to understand the rest of the world.”

Abdunrohman Mukem, Ph.D.
Researcher
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Development of 
Creative Tourism 

 Apart from research located in individual research clusters, IAS also hosts a 
number of research projects that involve researchers from different aspects within the 
institute, include:  

 Development of Creative Tourism is an interdisciplinary research project that 
seeks to apply the concept of creative tourism in social development. The project 
comprises two main projects. The first project will study the development of tourism 
in Nan province in the north of Thailand in the context of nature, health, and culture
for making new goods and services by using wisdom and cultural asset as driving 
forces. The second project aims to improve the potentials of creative tourism by 
managing tourism linkage on the Andaman coast of Thailand and Myanmar. It focuses 
on participatory action research within the communities of Chao Lay (the sea nomads), 
displaced Thais, and different ethnic groups in Myeik (city in Myanmar).
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 Researchers/Staffs

Prof. Chantana Wankaew, Ph.D.
-    Position: Project leader
-    Email: wchantana@gmail.com
-    Expertise: Thai politics, and local 
     government politics

Manutchanok Surachaikulwatana, Ph.D.
-    Position: Project Manager
-    Email: konnarak2499@gmai.com
-    Expertise: Production of television  
     programs for the disabled, 
     Development communication 

 Development of Creative Tourism 
has spent 8,243,115.52 THB in 2020. 

   Budget
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Development of Creative Tourism has accomplished 13 projects in 2020. 

Sub-project 1.1 
Industrial Innovation Project, Lifestyle Products from Nan Province to International for
Creative Tourism. This project wants to study and find ways to develop new lifestyle products 
for Nan Province, with an emphasis on the development of local industries to international 
level. It is a combination of knowledge in fashion, textiles and art to develop lifestyle 
products with identity from the cultural capital of Nan and further develop creative tourism 
from lifestyle products. 

To obtain a development approach that is suitable for the nature of the Nan Province Cultural 
Capital. Currently, the project has worked with the community to design 8 clusters of 
prototype textile products in order to build on being an entrepreneur in the community.
The project is about to provide exhibitions and knowledge transfer to the community and 
the project will be closed soon.

   Projects
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Lectures & Seminars

Development of Creative Tourism has accomplished 2 seminars in 2020. 

• On September 9th, 2020, the Development of Creative Tourism has launched online
seminars called “The Issue of Opportunities and Advances in Creative Tourism 
in Thailand” in order to respond with the COVID-19 crisis in Thailand. This event 
consists of two objective: 

1)    assessed the opportunities and potential of creative tourism in Thailand, through 
     of The stakeholders, operators, travel managers, social enterprises, Policy and 
        Research Department. 
2) Gathered suggestions for investment directions to promote creative tourism.

• On November 16th, 2021, the Development of Creative Tourism has launched online
seminars called “The Issue of New Direction for New Creative Tourism in the New 
Normal Era”, at  the Social Innovation Hub room, Visid Prachuabmoh Building, 
Chulalongkorn  University. This event consists of three objectives: 

1)   Guidelines for adaptation of tourism operators 
2)   How will the new creative tourism approach be in the future? 
3)   Government perspectives on supporting tourism after COVID-19.

   Academic Services
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“Currently, the project has been running 
for two years now, the results of their 
work help build and expand partnerships 
from many organizat ions outside the 
university. As well as helping develop 
innovative product designs to preserve 
the  envi ronment  and  deve lop  new 
creat ive  tour ism routes ,  which wil l 
create new entrepreneurs in the province. 
The operation received good cooperation
from the community  and provincial 
administrators”.

   Manutchanok Surachaikulwatana, 
Ph.D.

Project Manager

Community Outreaches

Development of Creative Tourism has 
accomplished 4 community outreaches in
4 provinces of Thailand, including Nan
Krabi, Ranong and Prachuap Khiri Khan 
in 2020. 

The project works with the communities 
in Nan province. It aims to develop and 
design textile products that are cultural 
capital and unique characteristics of Nan
Province .  Morever, th is  pro jec t  a ims 
to develop and educate about  herbal 
development business plan and homestay 
to raise the standard of joint creative 
tourism with the community, including 
proposing a development plan for a basic
building project,  in order to facil i tate 
t ravel  for  tour ism to  the  province.
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7th Floor, Prajadhipok - Rambhai Barni Building, 
Phyathai Road, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

 http://www.ias.chula.ac.th 
 ias@chula.ac.th
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