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Summary

This lecture examines the crime-state nexus with respect to Chinese-origin transnational
criminals (COTCs) active in mainland Southeast Asia. It recasts historian Alfred McCoy’s
concept of the “covert netherworld”, originally coined in relation to United States covert
operations, to apply to a Sinicized domain where businessmen, criminals and United Front-

affiliated actors interact while pursuing a range of objectives.

The presentation will conclude with some thoughts on how regional states such as ASEAN

countries and Australia can address this issue.
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Speaker’s Bio

Assoc. Prof. Gregory Raymond is an Associate Professor in the Strategic and Defence Studies
Centre in the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs researching Southeast Asian politics,
defence and foreign relations. He convenes the ASEAN Australia Defence Postgraduate
Scholarship Program, is current President of the Association of Mainland Southeast Asia
Scholars (AMSEAS), and is international relations editor for the journal Asian Studies Review.
Before joining the Australian National University, Greg was a policy advisor in the Australian
Government, including in the strategic and international policy areas of the Department of
Defence and the Australian Embassy in Bangkok.
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Patriotic Criminals: China’s Covert Netherworld in Southeast Asia

by

Assoc. Prof. Gregory V. Raymond, Ph.D.

19 January 2026, 13.00-15.00 hrs.
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12.30 Registration
13.00 - 13.10 Opening remarks
13.10 - 14.10 Public lecture

Patriotic Criminals: China’s Covert Netherworld in Southeast Asia

By Assoc. Prof. Gregory V. Raymond

Thai summary

By Asst. Prof. Janjira Sombatpoonsiri

14.10 - 14.45 Q&A session

14.45 - 15.00 Closing remarks
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